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LeVander home
to be converted
to condos and
townhomes

10-acre site considered
one of the last open
areas in South St. Paul

e Minnesota Historical Society cred-

its former Minnesota Gov, Harold
LeVander with creating the Metropolitan
Coumcil. 5o iit's fitting that the Iate gover-
nor's name is now being attached to a
multi-family development that would
make the regional plarming body proud,
The development,

dubbesd LeVander Es-

tates, envisions a

three-story, B7-unit

s condomininm com-

| -‘,um plex and 18 town-
homes on a li-acre
site near Thompson
Avenue

CONSTRUCTION [t

way 62 in

BRIAN JOHNSON South S
Paul,

LeVan-

dher and his family owned the site, making
it their home for meore than 50 yours

Gimeg Kuntz, a partner with River Bun
Properties, the project’s developer, said
there’s “a certain mystique and curiosity
surrounding Gov, LeVander's estaie,”
Kuntz said he grew wp in South St Paul
and was aciquainied with a conple of ihe
LeVander childmen.

“When the family macle the decision ear-
Iy last year that [Mrs. LeVander| could no
lengter live in the house, they put oot an
RFP for developers who were interested
in taking the project on,” Kuantz said,

About five other developers expressed
interest in doing semething with the site,
which Kuntz described as “one of the last
open areas in South 56 Pl " 1 includes
abwout 4 acres of wetland that will be pre-
served,

“ur progect seemied to meet the fomily's
need for preserving some of the leggacy
af the family,” said Kuniz, whe is working
with TK Hill Builders and [evelopers on
e progject. *And we designed the project
aroand keeping as much of the nataral
setting as possible

“Thad fit into what they were looking for.
| think that's part of why we were chosen.”

The condominium complex will have
garden plots, a woodworking shop, a fit-
WSS FOOHN, @ community room, and a li-
hrary, secording to Kuntz. Walking paths
hortdering the wetlands will be mnilable o
all residents,

The developrment team hopes (o close on
the property at the end of the month and
start site improvemends in early March,
Townhone constmction could begin in
May, followed by condominium con-
struction in July, depending on the weath-
er and other factors, Kuniz said

Condo and townhome units at LeVan-
der Estates will be priced in the low
F2AN0 0 owe SHHL N rangte.

Imitind resporesa hies been positive, Kontz
s

“We haven't really done sy marketing,
bt we have people calling to got in the
list™ of potential bayers, he said. “We think
it will cader to people that want to stay in
the area, but a third of our calls are from
peaple wha no longer live here and want
o move hack™

What e Lid

The developers of LeVander Estates, TK
Hill Builders and Developers and River
Run Properties in South St. Paul, MN,
required a quick start from the bloc

PR as they prepared to break ground on
a 57-unit condominium complex and 18
townhomes. We targeted the local lore

of the South St. Paul site as the former
estate of Gov. Harold LeVander. We also
emphasized the collaboration of the
developers with LeVander’s widow and
the fact that the developers were native to
South St. Paul — local boys doing good
for a community that lacked much new
housing for an aging population. These
elements created a news angle and interest
on what could have looked like just
another multi-tenant housing project.

Continued on next page...

Finance and Commerce (Construction edition): January 2006
“LeVander home to be converted to condos and townhomes”

Featured LeVander Estates
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LeVander Estates breaks ground in SSP

As anificipated, LeVander Estates Is
altracting prospeciive buyers from
South St. Paul and surrounding
naighborhoods, filling a demand for
new life-cycle housing,

Developers T_K. Hill Bullders &
Developers and River Fun
Properties hosled an official ground-
breaking ceramony last week with
lpcal dignitaries for the new

townhome and condominium
project, which began sales in lale
February. ILis one of the lew new
residential developments in South
5t Paul due fo land scarcity,

“This Is a great day for South St

Minnesots first lady Bniha LaVander ook
& few momants o express har

app an for the P
LeVander Estabes, 8 hew Bwihome and
oondominm nelighborficod that broke
Qroaind basl week on le Sile of the
LaVandar family's estate of more than 50
years, off Thompeon Avenus.

wibmitted photo

Paul,” noted Mayor Beth Bauman,
whao spoke al the ground breaking. *I'd like to thank the LeVander family
for their vision in this development and the care they took in researching
the needs of the community, and I'd like to thank the neighbors for their
spirit of compromise.”

Located on the estate of lormer Minnesola Gov. Harold LeVander, who
served from 1967 1o 1971, the site is in a quiel residential neighborhood
off Thompson Avenue, The LeVandar family lived on the tree-lined, 10-
acre estale for more than 50 years. lantha LeVander, Gov. LeVander's
widow, sold the property to local developers of LeVander Estates last
fall with the express desire that the nelghborhood would be attractive
and preserve many of the sile's natural leatures.

*It'a such a peacaiul neighborhood, and | befieve this project will be a
credit to the city,” LeVander, now 93, commented during a brief
appearance at the ceremony.

With plans for 57 condominiums and 18 lownhomes, LeVander Estales
presarves four acres of wetlands and natural areas. The neighborhood
teatures broad lawns, walking iraits, a curving thoroughfare to slow
traffic, and an observation gazebo, The condominium complex will
Include an Intemet-capable brary, woodworking/hobby shop, filness

South West Review: April 2006
“LeVander Estates breaks ground in SSP”

Featured LeVander Estates, T.K. Hill Builders and River Run Properties

The cosult

Within a timeline of three months, news of
LeVander Estates was published in virtually
every neighborhood weekly as well as the
St. Paul Pioneer Press. By sending pre
releases with the feel of a news article, some
newspapers published the releases verbatim
or with minor changes.

We also gained coverage on the local c:
access news channel, which aired a story
on the groundbreaking repeatedly for two
weeks. The campaign was so successful that
when we pitched a story about LeVander
to Minnesota Public Radio, the business
editor noted that the project “seemed to
have gotten a lot of press.” As a result of
this press, a well designed website and
direct mail campaign, the grand opening

party for key prospects and residents

very well attended at a nearby country
club, despite a very snowy day. Several new
sales leads were generated and the two-
year-old project is still viable and under
development even as the residential real
estate industry has hit a down cycle.
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